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Whether you are embarking on your journey towards a new career or 

looking to further your current career, finding the right course is where it all 

begins. However, there are many course out there to choose from and 

many different providers too. So, how do you decide on which course is 

right for you? We have put together a guide that is designed to help you 

choose the right course. 

Where would you like to study? 

The great thing about the modern world and technology is that it is now 

possible to study almost anywhere. However, it is not as simple as saying 

you want to study online or at home because it depends on the course you 

want to study. You might find that the course you want to study is only 

available in certain universities or is offered by certain providers. Despite 

this, if you have options then you need to think about whether you want to 

stay at home and travel or move away completely to live somewhere new. 

This can be both in the UK and overseas but the answer to this might also 

depend on whether this is part of your career as you might need to live 

overseas in order to study and find your dream job. 

Some people prefer to live at home and travel while some might prefer to 

spread their wings and explore new places. As mentioned, you might also 

be able to study online if this makes it easier for you to work around your 

study or live a family life. 

Understanding your goals and objectives 

Some people study to better themselves and improve their general 

knowledge while others do it as a way of giving themselves a new objective. 

Of course, there are those who study to improve their chances of landing 

their dream job or promotion. When choosing a course, you have 

to	 understand what your goals and objectives are. This will provide you 

with the ability to determine what course is right for you. 

If you are doing it purely for your own reasons such as improving 

knowledge then you might prefer a basic course that covers the simple 

elements of the subject. If you are choosing a course because you want to 

improve your skills and qualifications then you might want to consider 

where you want to go with your new skills and qualifications. You might be 

looking to change career and so, studying might be required and so, this 



 

www.learnq.com   Free: 0333 444 1302    admin@learnq.co.uk 

could be the reason for studying. So, are you looking to improve skills? 

Maybe you are looking to change career or progress or maybe you simply 

want to learn something new. Whatever it might be, understanding your 

goals and objectives will help you to make an informed decision. 

Do your homework and research online 

Choosing a course is not like selecting a food item off a menu because 

there is a lot of work that you have to do to make sure it is the right course. 

Fortunately, the world is more connected than ever before so finding out 

this information is easier than you might think. 

To begin, you could try talking to course tutors to see what they can offer 

and to find out whether they will talk you through the course, what you will 

learn and what you can do with it. Take a look online and you will find 

student blogs and forums that you can browse and read to enhance your 

knowledge. 

You can also take to social media to discover groups and others that are 

studying the course while you might also be able to speak with people who 

have moved into employment after completing the course. What you have 

to remember is that a prospectus might look great but it won’t always give 

you the information you need, so make sure you research and ask 

questions to get the bigger picture. 

Read up on your course of study 

Your desired course is going to cover a lot but why go into making a 

decision without finding out more about the course beforehand? 

Fortunately, you can search online to find out as much as possible. 

Reading up on your chosen course will enable you to get a feel for what it 

offers and what areas it covers. This will enable you to tie it in with your 

goals because maybe it doesn’t give you the skills you were hoping for or 

perhaps you have decided that the course is too basic and you want 

something different. 

Once again, you can find all of this out by reading online or reading 

specific materials that relate to the course and what it offers. Furthermore, 

you will also find out more about the subject and more about what it 

entails which might inspire you to make a different decision than the one 

you were expecting to make. The reality is that the more information you 
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gain the better informed you will be and that will help you to make your 

decision. 

Check what does the course involve? 

While the subject or topic title might be appealing, what about what the 

course entails? Does it go into enough detail for you or does it cover 

information that you already know? When you discover what the course 

involves, you will be able to break it down and see how it covers different 

topics and areas. 

Courses can vary but if you are just looking to learn about a new subject 

for yourself then it might not necessarily matter what you cover.	 However, 

if you are looking to begin a new career then you might need it to cover 

certain areas of the subject in particular. The same can be said for those 

who are looking to progress their career as they might only need to cover 

certain areas and not others. As well as this, you might want to look how 

the course operates as you might need to do more practical work than 

theory or you might be able to submit work remotely which might fall in 

with where you want to study. 

Career prospects and opportunities 

The majority of people who study, do so so they can further their career 

and improve their opportunities. Therefore, the course you choose should 

be se as an investment in your career prospects and opportunities. Sure, a 

three year course might sound like a long time or the cost might seem high 

but if you have goals then you should see this as a stepping stone on the 

way to getting what you really want. 

Have a look at the course details and whether that course will enable you 

to pursue your dreams or whether the course can be used to progress to 

another course. Does your chosen career require certain qualifications or 

skills and does the course offer you the chance to obtain these? You might 

also want to find out what employers are looking for and maybe ask them 

whether the course ties in with their needs and expectations as this could 

help you to make the right decision. 
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What kind of feedback can I expect? 

When studying, feedback is everything and this can help you to improve in 

many different ways. As a result, you might want to ask what feedback you 

can expect during the course. Are you someone who benefits from sitting 

down with people and speaking face-to-face or are you someone who is 

happy to receive feedback electronically? You should also look at how 

detailed the feedback might be and what course tutors expect because 

the more feedback you can get the better as this will help you to get even 

more from your experience and the course. 

Often, courses will come with tutor time which means that you get to spend 

time with your tutor to talk through your work and what improvements 

need to be made. Some will allow you to do this by video call while others 

might prefer you to attend in person. So, think about how the feedback is 

delivered, what it consists of and what you can do with it when making your 

decision. 

Making your choice 

After you have made all of the above considerations, it is then time to 

make a decision. You have to feel confident that all of the information you 

have found takes you in the right direction and that the course really does 

offer you everything you are looking for. Some things might be more 

important than others when choosing your course but having all relevant 

information will make the decision a lot easier. However, it is always worth 

remembering that you can change your mind if you decide that the course 

is not right for you, something that can act as a safety net should you need 

it! The aim is to find the right course for you and to avoid wasting time, 

especially when you have goals you want to achieve. 


